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Summer Staff: Their Season of Growth

“For we are God’s poetry 
and workmanship created 
in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared 

in advance for us to do.”

- Ephesians 2:10 -

Joseph Davenport
Age :  18

Summer S ta f f  Year :  1  s t

Noey Brisco
Age :  The Big  2-0

Summer S ta f f  Year :  2nd 

Bryan Manning
Age :  24

Summer S ta f f  Year :  1  s t

Erika Wright
Age :  18

Summer S ta f f  Year :  1  s t

Joe first heard about Gleanings in 2006, 
when his parents brought his family for a 
month. The following years, he continued 
to visit and develop a love for this place. 
He patiently waited two years until he 
was old enough to join summer staff. “The 
desire was there. I had a burning urge to go.” 
Joe saw the goals he made, before summer 
started, fulfilled as he had the opportunity to 
experience a new culture outside of church. 
Learning how to talk in front of groups, drive 
a clutch, and develop a better work mindset 
were a few things he learned. He met new 
people and saw how the body of Christ comes 
together to help one another. God showed Joe 
how to depend on and trust Him in everyday 
life. Overall, he was blessed this summer 
and we hope to see him again next year.

Erika first came to Gleanings with her Jr. High group at age 
12. “Every time I come I feel at peace and know that I have a 
family here. Gleanings is a little bit of heaven. It feels like 
home.” She decided to spend her 18th summer here, with 
purpose to know God better. Erika wanted to take what she 
had learned in her head and watch it come alive again. God 
showed her His sovereignty and devotion through His creation. 
She expected to discover this through teachings, but found 
instead that God spoke to her through everyday life. Many 
weekend adventures left her pondering His glory during the 
work week.  Erika learned how to live in God’s grace through 
discovering each day how much God loves her. Serving 
at Gleanings proved to be an unforgettable experience.

Noey has lived near Gleanings all her life, 
first coming with a homeschool group at eight 
or nine. Joining summer staff again was never 
a decision she needed to contemplate much. 
Gleanings has been a second home to her 
and an environment full of opportunity. This 
summer she learned the importance of being 
honest and open rather than being “fixed”. 
In applying this to daily life, Noey learnedto 
accept God’s view of her as truth. “I’m learning 
to choose to believe God when He says that I 
am valuable. I’m choosing to trust and believe 
Him despite my feelings.” Noey has found 
that in getting to know God, she is getting to 
know herself as well. This summer has been 
a time of preparation, as she gets ready for 
her DTS this fall. May God bless you Noey, 
and we trust your DTS will be life-changing.

Bryan was one of the older summer staff members serving this 
year. Last year was the first time he visited Gleanings. After 
this visit Bryan spent his time trying to find a job. When he did 
find one, it wasn’t working out well. He was very discouraged 
by not finding success. His youth pastor encouraged him to 
pursue volunteer work for the summer. Bryan remembered 
his experience here and decided he would go to Gleanings. In 
doing so, he has learned how to forklift and work with a team. 
Trusting team members with jobs and resting when injured, are 
two things Bryan considers great learning opportunites. Even 
though he came with the goal of adding another job experience 
to his resume, his goals have changed since arriving. He now 
plans on doing a DTS here and eagerly awaits the start date.



CONVOY OF HOPE
TANZANIA

At Mwika Integrity School, just east of Arusha in Tanzania, 16-year-
old Martha holds a small baby and talks to other young children 
while they wait to eat. Martha came to live with the headmaster of 
the school in 2007 because her family couldn’t afford to provide for 
her and her seven siblings. They would sometimes go days without 
a meal. “Without food, we would forget things,” Martha recalls. “I 
wasn’t able to fulfill my ambition.” Martha dreams of becoming a 
heart doctor. Since joining Convoy of Hope’s Children’s Feeding 
Initiative, she has excelled at school, ranking second out of 286 
students in her grade. Martha knows none of that would have been 
possible without the food she has been receiving. “I prayed to God 
when I was hungry that if he would help me, I would help others 
some day,” says Martha. Along with school, Martha enjoys singing 
and teaching the younger children English. Since she has joined the 
program, her younger brother has also come to live with them. She 
is proud to show him what life can be like and the dreams they can 
share together. 

Fulfilling Martha’s Dreams

Director’s Corner
“Sharing is Caring” - This saying is gaining new validity as we go towards the end of another  summer fruit season.  As the 
days grow long and the work never seems to end, we remember the reasons for processing the fruit and how many people 

receive a blessing by the peaches that are distributed. We are sharing our abundance with less fortunate ones around the 
world, and as we do this we encounter God  in so many ways. One of our greatest joys is to see volunteers give their lives to 
Jesus.  Then, we are allowed to walk alongside them for a little while as they experience living in a loving community. We 

are grateful for a wonderful summer with challenges and victories, needs and God’s provisions, pain and God’s sovereign 
dealings. To our God we are most grateful, who proves Himself faithful over and over towards Gleanings and our call to 

serve the needs of the hungry.  
Thank you for loving God and demonstrating that to us! We love you.

Fritz, with all the Gleanings’ staff

~ Convoy of Hope is currently feeding more than 1,500 children in Tanzania. ~


