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A Summer

The summer staff group was lead by Rod Lawrence and 
Jenny Bruce. The first week revolved around summer 
staff getting to know each other and learning how to 
run the plant. Team bonding was developed through 
sharing of life stories, learning the ropes of the base, 
and being purposeful with free time. As the summer 
progressed, they reached out to the teams through skits, 
worship, work, and games. Despite times of difficulty, 
the summer staff continued to persevere in their work.
They found ways to enjoy each day, whether that was 
through jokes, pranks, bursting into song, or prayer. 
They determined to finish the summer well, with 

meaning and purpose, and they did! 

The summer staff wasn’t the only group that was 
touched this summer. The teams and backpackers who 
volunteered felt a spiritual safety and freedom many 
had never experienced. We heard person after person 
say, “I don’t want to leave this place. It is a home and 
family. I want to stay longer.” They were challenged 
by the work during our busy weeks, yet continued to 
push ahead, remembering of why they came to serve. 
Each person had their own internal battles, but by the 
end, all could testify to God’s goodness. We saw guests 
dedicate their lives to Christ for the first time, commit to 
making Jesus Lord, and discover the wisdom in letting 
people see behind their masks. It was a summer to 
remember, because people found God’s joy in a unique 

and personal way. 
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Director’s Corner
Dear Reader,
       As we receive reports like the one above, about the shipment to Iraq, we stand in awe at God’s timing and direction in bringing relief 
to people desperately lacking physically, emotionally, and spiritually. The right thing to do is to help a neighbor in need.   We count it a 
privilege to have the ability to process food for thousands of suffering people all around the globe. 

     Gleanings is currently very quiet, as we prepare for DTS students and volunteers who will arrive the beginning of October.  Our desire is 
to glorify Jesus and do His works in this next season. His great grace has touched us. We now long to be full of this grace we received from 
God, in order to affect others with the aroma of Jesus.

     “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. “ John 1:14

May the grace and truth of Jesus be with you this fall.
     Fritz Meier

The container from Gleanings arrived in Erbil, Iraq recently. With the current situation, it couldn’t 
have been more timely.  Teams on the ground have already been distributing the food to Christians, 
Yazidians, and other minority groups displaced by the violence caused by ISIS forces. They have 
already fed 350 families, about 2,000 people, living in a warehouse building.  It was a major blessing 
to the families, who have had very little to eat. Besides getting food into Erbil, which you may have 
heard about in the news, the ministries are also targeting three other cities in Kurdistan. These are a 
few places where people, who have fled ISIS controlled areas, are now living. All the food is being 
distributed through local church contacts on the ground. They are doing a great job in distributing 
the food. Despite the urgency to get the food into the hands of people, the church teams have had 
opportunities to speak, and in some cases offer prayer for the refugees’ situations. We also believe the 
food is opening the door for continued relationship.  The missionaries are doing the best they can to 
connect with the people and follow up, even if families get placed in more permanent camps.  This is 

key for further ministry to take place, especially in the current political and spiritual climate.

Some of the pictures below are of people living in parks, vacant office buildings, and other short term 
housing areas.  One business man in Erbil opened the empty floors of his office building, allowing 
refugees to stay there. The team went through the hallways, going door to door, meeting people and 
handing out food. A gentleman they met shared how he has always had a dream to get a college 
education, start a business, build a home, and have a family.  This man went on to explain that he 
attended college, had been building his business, and even completed his new home just nine months 
earlier.  However, just last month ISIS “claimed” his house and forced him out, taking his belongings 
and killing his dream of starting a family. God can turn this situation around for good in his life, but it 
will likely take time for him to see it that way, as he is not yet a believer. The team, working with him, 

was able to pray for him and encourage him during this difficult time.

The teams in Iraq send their extreme gratitude and thanks for the food. “Again, thank you for your 
partnership in providing this relief to the people of Iraq during this time. I believe this connection has 

truly been, and will continue to be, a blessing to those we reach together.”

Iraq


