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Gleanings for
The Hungry
A ministry of Youth With A Mission

“Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your
labor in the Lord is not in vain.” I Cor. 15:58

Fruit
Season!
Buses full of enthusiastic young people ready to process fruit

roll through the gates of Gleanings. Bins must first be painted to identify who they belong to – “GLEANINGS”. Of course,
donated buckets must be cleaned in order to store the dried
fruit for shipment. And then, it’s thumbs up as the fruit rolls
through each station of the plant to be processed and the next
day laid out in the California sun to dry. Thank you to each
person who makes the journey to serve with us to feed the
hungry of the world. You are appreciated!

Summer staff are a dedicated group with
servant’s hearts, the core of our fruit season. Sacrificing their time, Summer staff
work hard six days a week, having fun in
the process. They are essential in keeping
each station of the fruit plant functional,
directing the volunteers, and operating the
forklifts. This year we have three former
summer staff managing the fruit plant: Amy
Ingermanson, Noey Brisco, and Michelle
Dietz. Jenny Bruce, full time staff member,
disciples the group. Thanks, summer staff
and leaders, we couldn’t do it without you.

SWAZILAND:
Shiselweni HomeBased Care

Churches in Swaziland were asked the question,
“What kinds of things do you need someone to assist
you with?”. The answer sounded like a monotonous refrain: “Food. Food. Just food. Food. I need
food, but not much else. Food. I need food really,
nothing else. Food. Food...”
In Swaziland, 70% of the population, through no choice
of their own, live in extreme poverty, which means surviving
on less than $1 a day – people who have but one desire: to go to
bed at night knowing there will be food they can feed their children
the next day.
A container was shipped to Shiselweni Reformed HomeBased Care; their vision is to become the hands and feet of
Christ in the community. Their mission statement reads:
“In a community devastated by poverty, sickness,
broken families and death, we want to bring back
true Christian hope, not only through our words
but also – following the perfect example of our Lord,
Jesus Christ – reaching out in love to those in need, comforting and supporting
them by all means available to us.”
At preschools, the food was prepared in large pots and served to hungry children who
enjoyed it to the last morsel. Caregivers are also extremely thankful for this gift and pray
the blessing of God for all those involved in this wonderful project. One resident explained it
this way; “When we get this kind of food, we feel better.”

Director’s Corner

It’s worth a trip to come see Gleanings process
peaches and nectarines in the summer. To have a factory run only with volunteers, where nobody is paid and
everyone is excited to participate, is pretty special. Our property is filled with young people and youth leaders who have
come to make a difference in a hungry person’s life. There is so much purpose in taking the cull fruit that would be tossed
away and preparing it to feed a needy person. It seems like everyone is in awe of how God let us be a part of His plan to
feed somebody for whom He cares. For the last few years we could have dried more fruit if it was available; this year we
are blessed with an abundance. A few new packing sheds came on board to donate fruit. With the favor of the Lord, our
lines are running all day, every day! This is our focus for 13 weeks in the summer.
We appreciate all of you in the Body of Christ, as we work together to feed the world both physically and spiritually. Have
a blessed summer.

Fritz Meier

