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“You gave them this land you had sworn to give their ancestors, a land flowing with milk and honey.” Jer 32:22

Thanks, Land O’Lakes

Every year, Gleanings receives donations from many different sources. Just recently, we received a donation of $15,000 from the Land
O’Lakes Foundation! On November 15th, 2016, The Land O’Lakes
Foundation stated that they will donate $125,000 to hunger relief organizations in California as part of their West Coast Hunger Initiative.
Since 2009, the Land O’Lakes Foundation has contributed $865,000
to strengthen organizations dedicated to hunger relief through the
initiative. Gleanings for the Hungry was one of seven organizations
who received these funds this year. Thank you Land O’Lakes!

Donor Banquet
“Without these relationships,
none of this would ever happen.”
- Josh Olson, missionary to China,
Gleanings volunteer.

On Thursday, November 3rd, we had the great joy and privilege to host our annual Donor Banquet, celebrating with some of the many companies and individuals who help make Gleanings for the Hungry what it is.
Nearly 100 donors, vendors, and their families attended, along with around 70 Gleanings volunteers, backpackers, and Mission Builders. With the fabulous food, dazzling décor, and congenial company, the night
was a hit!
Our speaker for the night was Josh Olson, who works in China with children recovering from cancer treatment. “Every single one of us has a part in what God is doing here,” Josh spoke, “from tacos to tire shop, and
everything in between!”
Josh and his family have had the opportunity to witness our entire food production, from meeting donors, to seeing the food get into the hands and bellies of
hungry kids, sharing with them the message of the God who loves them so much.
“God bless each and every single one of you; your businesses, your families, farmers, those donating, vendors, the whole entire spectrum. God bless you for what
you’re doing, because you really have no idea of the impact that you are making on
the people that live all around this entire planet.”
Whether you were able to join us for this night, or not, please know that we are
forever grateful for the part you play in this ministry. Thank you, and God bless
you all.

Namikango Mission and Maternity Clinic

Malawi

“Crisis is the best word to describe the hunger situation Malawi is facing currently,”
writes Wilson Isaac Tembo, of Namikango Mission and Maternity Clinic, in Thondwe,
Malawi. Erratic rainfall and flooding have led to wide-spread famine and conflict in Malawi, leaving over 2.8 million people food insecure.
“On 18th January, 2016 we had a chance to distribute food to the people
of Sitima village, in Zomba,” continues Tembo. “Orphans and the elderly
are the main target, based on their need. It is difficult to select groups of
people to benefit from the aid in this community; everyone is food insecure, everyone seems to have little hope, everyone is worried about what
the next meal would be.”
Tembo goes on to tell us about a young orphan boy named Tadala, who,
like so many others in Malawi, has recently gone without food for many
days: “When we were distributing the food, he caught my attention. As
soon as he received his share of food, he became so excited! The food
brought some energy to him even before he ate it. He now has hope!”
“The impact of this food donation has been big, especially in this time of food shortage.
This has also provided an opportunity to spread the love of Christ, through action. As
it is written in the book of Matthew 25:35; ‘When I was hungry, you gave me food to
eat, thirsty and you gave me to drink.’ By sharing this food to these hungry children, the
love of Christ has been shown to them.”

Taste and See the Lord is Good
This fall, our Donor Banquet speaker, Josh Olson, and his wife Kristi stayed with
us at Gleanings for several months, along with six of their seven kids. During that
time, we got to know them all quite well. We discovered that not only is Josh a great
speaker and missionary, but he is a talented artist as well. When we realized this,
we commissioned him to create a new painting for our foyer. His work of art now
greets everyone who enters our main building, and adds a little rustic charm to our
foyer. Thank you, Josh, for sharing your talents with us!

What a challenging, (but full) year behind us, and great hopes
for the year before us. Jesus said in John 10:14, “I am the Good
Shepherd. I know My own sheep and my sheep know Me.”
Looking back over the year, can you recognize the hand of the
Shepherd, how He gently provided for you and guided you? I sure can! I don’t know how we receive so
much favor, but it certainly doesn’t come because of our own ability or earned recognition. Everywhere
we turn, Jesus has done a great thing. I often pray for safety and protection of our volunteers. There are
close calls and small injuries, but I know Jesus has His agents (angels) all around us; I’m very grateful for
another year of our Shepherd watching over us. The more we know Him the easier it is to trust Him, the
more we trust Him the simpler our lives become. All we need to do is stay in the fold, listen to His voice,
and follow Him!
Have a great 2017 with Jesus,

Fritz Meier

