
Erickson Family Update         May - November 2017 

Dear friends and supporters,  

When I started writing this update it was June. Today we are celebrating Thanksgiving and 

Christmas is just around the corner. Where did all that time go? Much has happened and the 

months have been filled to their max. It’s been hard, good and very challenging at times, but I 

have lots to celebrate and countless reasons to be thankful. 

 

Eliane, Liana and Timea Erickson 

YWAM Gleanings for the Hungry 

Dinuba, CA 

Psalm 52:9  “I will always thank you, God, for 

what you have done; in the presence of your 

people I will proclaim that you are good.” 

Here just a short overview over the last months: 

April: A good time at the coast with our dear 

friends Ron and Shirley. 

May 5th, a year after Randy’s death, some of our Gleanings family gathered with me behind 
my house. It was my desire to make a stand against what the enemy had done a year prior to 
this day, and to come together and worship God, the giver of life and redeemer of all. We had 
a beautiful time of fellowship in the healing and comforting presence of God. God even gave 
me joy in midst of my pain. 

Timea turned 2 on 
April 28th, and we had 
a fun party for her. 



The next weeks ended up being a lot more challenging as I entered my sec-
ond year without Randy. I started to come out of survival mode and began to 
redefine what our lives can and will look like now.  

The end of May I hurt my back and could hardly move for a 
couple of days. But God provided the help I needed. I also 
found a part-time nanny for my girls: Caitlin Yocum joined 
us the end of May and helped me a lot during the summer 
months.  

But God provided new help for us and Liana 
started preschool at 
Chapter One in Reed-
ley. She goes three mornings a week and 
it’s been very good for her. The end of 
September we enjoyed a nice visit with 
Father-in-law and Grandpa Mark.  

In August Caitlin’s brother Tyler died 
suddenly and unexpectedly. We im-
mediately took a trip south to bring 

Caitlin home to her family and share in their grief. During the same week our neighbor Dean 
passed away from a heart attack while we spent a few days with friends near the coast. 

In June, Gleanings summer season started and I began helping 
out again in the office processing donations. I also had the joy 

and priviledge to mentor two summer staff girls and lead a small group 
throughout the summer.   

In July we celebrated Liana‘s 4th 
birthday and Caitlin did a fabulous job 
organizing and decorating for her 
party.  

Following those events, I had a few heavy 
and busy weeks. When summer season 
ended in September I was physically and 
emotionally exhausted.  

It was also good to see more 
family in October: Marcel, 
Grandma and Aunt Gennie. 

Since October I’ve been leading worship again about once a week, and 
took a trip to San Francisco to see a friend from Switzerland 
and visit my brother-in-law Jeremy.  I also have the amazing 
privilege to walk with DTS student Ana through her DTS  
lecture phase, and I’ve had some very encouraging and life 
giving visits with various people.   



Praise Reports: 

 God has provided for our financial and physical needs in amazing ways. One example: 
before the old car needed serious repairs, I was able to purchase another very nice and 
reliable vehicle. It has carried us for several thousand miles already, and has been such a 
blessing!  

 Help with the girls and housework: Caitlin during the summer, and since then friend Allie 
from Fresno has been helping me a couple times a week. I don’t know how I would have 
made it through the last months without their help and loving care for the girls! 

 We’re taking another trip to Switzerland! This time just for four weeks to visit family 
after Christmas. We’ll be gone December 25th, 2017 through January 23, 2018.  

 Support and encouragement from the right people at the right time.  

 Friendships and various opportunities to bless and encourage others. 

Personal prayer requests: 

 Wisdom to balance life well and choose what’s best for the girls and myself 

 Our trip to Switzerland: Safety, good health, rest and times to refuel, but also 
good connections and insight regarding decisions for the future 

 Efficiency  and the energy to get done what I need to get done. I have a long to 
do list before Christmas, and I’m far behind on so many things. 

Other prayer requests:  

 Current DTS at Gleanings, finances for the 
students and God’s beautiful work in their 
lives 

 The Yocum family who have lost a son and 
brother this summer and Sue who lost her 
husband  

 For my mother-in-law and her family 
who’ve experienced a lot of loss and health 
issues this year 

THANK YOU SO MUCH for all your love, your support and your prayers! I greatly appreciate 
each one of you!         

         Eliane, Liana and Timea Erickson 


