
Myanmar (formerly Burma) is a country 
with a population of about 57 million. 
It borders Thailand, Bangladesh, India, 
China, and Laos. In Myanmar, to say “You 
are very slim” is the same as saying “You 
are very poor.” 

In 1986 a revival broke out, and that’s 
when Pastor M became a Christian. 

Although 97 percent of the country is 
Muslim, groups of Christians reside in 
the hill country, but they are very poor. 
Christians are oppressed because it is seen 
as a western influence.

Pastor M had the opportunity to visit 
Gleanings for the Hungry in late 
November 2023. He spoke to our staff 
and volunteers and explained his pastoral 
ministry and the great need for food in his 
country. We began to brainstorm how we 
can get containers of food into Myanmar. 
It is very difficult because of the country’s 
relationship with the surrounding 
countries and border control. “My heart’s 
desire is to feed the hungry with food and 
the eternal Word of God,” Pastor M said. 
“We go with small help but big love.” 

Pastor M cannot evangelize openly in his 
country. However, at Christmastime, he 
can share the hope of Jesus through the 
Christmas story. Pastor M enjoyed his 

visit to the US but he had to hurry home 
to his family and their orphanage, House 
of Grace, for the Christmas season.

In 2007, Pastor M and his wife started an 
orphanage in Myanmar because many 
people were starving for food. It began 
with four orphans and has grown to 86. 
Every morning, the family of God kneels 
and prays for two hours, reading the Bible 
and listening and obeying the Lord. Four 
or five people will share what they hear 
from the Lord. Again at night, from 6-7 
pm, they seek the Lord, read the Bible, 
and declare what He did that day. In their 
lives they are completely dependent on 
God to provide for their needs. “Heavenly 
weapons are so much more powerful than 
earthly weapons,” Pastor M said. 

Please pray for Pastor M, his family, and 
his ministry to orphans and the hill people 
in his country. Please pray for a way to get 
containers of food into Myanmar. 

MISSION BUILDER SPOTLIGHT:
Dan and Marylou Barthold

Mission Builders, Dan and Marylou Barthold 
have been faithfully serving at Gleanings since 
2009. Originally from Washington and Southern 
California, Dan and Marylou met at Gleanings 
and were married in 2013. They haven’t stopped 
serving since. “What I love about this place is that 
there are people serving here of every age, young 
and old. There’s always something for everyone to 
do,” says Marylou.  

Dan serves in the soup plant where he operates 
forklifts, moves pallets of soup to the warehouse 
and loads trucks.  Marylou serves in the quilt 
room, having previously served at the front desk. 
“Seeing a truckload of food go out is what I enjoy 
the most,” reflects Dan. The couple divides their 
time between Gleanings and their home in Indio, 
California, while also serving at Warm Beach 
Camp & Conference Center in Washington, 
during the summer.  They routinely drive boxes 
of Gleanings’ food and supplies to the non-profit 
organization, Mujeres Nuevo Comienzo, in Baja, 
California. The Bartholds’ dream is to continue 

serving at Gleanings for as long as they can. They 
hope to see even more food go out and watch God 
birth new dreams for this community. “You get to 
see God answer prayer and watch Him move here,” 
says Marylou, “I’m right where I want to be.”

“I haven’t given up anything to serve–I’ve gained,” 
says Dan. A life verse of his is Matthew 25:40: “Truly 
I say to you, whatever you do for the least of these my 
brothers and sisters, you have done for me.”

A poem of Dan’s hangs in the prayer room at 
Gleanings, bringing these words of Jesus to life: 

I met God this morning 
He wore a dirty shirt 
His shoes were scuffed and worn 
His eyes were full of hurt 
He asked not for a sermon 
Or pious words from me 
Just a bowl of soup  
A piece of bread 
A listening ear that’s free. 

- Dan Barthold (©1987) 

Thank you for serving and being a valuable part of our 
Gleanings’ family, Dan and Marylou!  We love you!

Can Myanmar receive 
food from Gleanings 

for the Hungry? 



One morning Jesse Correll and Andy 
Rotunno stood in the Gleanings 
warehouse discussing new products 
arrivals and upcoming shipments to 
Gleanings Christian ministry partners. 
A voice message came in from Kendra 
Doutt of Feed The Hungry, Nicaragua: 

I have to tell you this story. Many years 
ago I found a little boy in the dump 
underneath a box. He had fallen from a 
truck and lay dying there in the dump. 
The boy’s name was Tony; he was only 
three years old. We picked him up and 
took him to the hospital where his 
health stabilized. We went back to the 
dump to look for his mother, but all 

we found was his older sister Stephanie 
who was there taking care of six 
other siblings. We learned that Tony’s 
mother worked as a prostitute and the 
children were left to live in the dump. 
We pursued guardianship of Tony but 
the state said we were not able to adopt 
him because he had a mother, and she 
wouldn’t allow it. Every time we’d return 
to the dump for food distributions, we’d 
play with Tony. One day Tony was gone. 
His grandmother had sold him to a pig 
farm. The owner agreed to pay Tony’s 
grandparents eight dollars per month 
for his work--he was only 8 years old 
at this time. He was taken to live at the 
farm where he slept with the pigs and 
never received any payment for himself 
other than a plate of food each day. Back 
at the dump, we’d ask about him, but no 
one knew where he was, and his family 
would not tell us anything.

Then, in May 2023, I saw a young man 
at the dump collecting trash. I called his 
name, “Tony?” It was him! He escaped 
and had come back to his old home in 
the garbage dump. He told me his whole 
story.  I quickly asked him, “Where’s your 
mother?” He said, “I haven’t seen her in 
years. She’s gone to the international 
border as a prostitute.” I asked where his 
grandparents were. He showed us where 
they lived there in the dump.
I immediately asked Tony’s grandfather, 
“Would you give me your permission 
for Tony to come live with us at the 

mission and join our Rise Up program 
where he can work with other youth, be 
trained and discipled in his walk with 
Jesus?” He said yes! Tony has been with 
us since June 2023!

Last week Tony went with me to the 
dump. Together we distributed food 
packs to 50 families. In those bags of 
food were Gleanings oats and soup mix. 
So proudly and dignified, he cleaned up, 
dressed up, and he pulled back his long 
hair, and we went out to the garbage 
dump, where he helped them pick trash. 
And when we got done, he passed out 
those bags of Gleanings food with such 
compassion. In the picture I sent, you 
can see that he has plastic bottles in 
his hands because he was helping the 
people of the dump pick trash.  Tony is 
now going into the dump communities 
with us to do ministry.

Pray for Tony and his new life learning 
to walk with Jesus and to serve his own 
people with compassion. By God’s 
grace, Tony has truly risen up like a 
beloved son, out from the filth of pigs, 
out of the mounds of trash, to a place 
where he is now experiencing the love 
of Christ everyday. Pray for Kendra 
Doutt and her missionary team who 
serve Gleanings food and the Bread 
of Life, Jesus, to thousands of children 
each week in Nicaragua.

A wonderful welcome to 2024! I don’t know about you, but I am excited to continue to 
serve in what the Lord started in the past. I am encouraged by I Thess. 1:3 to be committed 
to work out my faith by being productive, doing it prompted by love, having endurance 
inspired by the hope we have in the Lord Jesus. Faith, love, and hope are the ingredients of 
heaven that we apply to become more like Jesus every day. Against all hope, Abraham in 
hope believed and became the father of many nations. (Romans 4:18) Let’s take Abraham’s 
example and display Jesus in us by having great hope for this year.

Thank you all for your involvement at Gleanings. The Gleanings staff look forward to 
connecting with you this year.

Glory to God!

A Gleanings Story
from Kendra Doutt

in Dumps of Nicaragua


